Living OusFaith

Whyis There No Ordinary Time in the Traditional Calendar?

Ordinary Time is a feature of the current (posI—VaI/i,camll) ltwrgical calendan. In the traditional Catholic calendar wsed before
1970 and still wsed in the celebration of the Traditional Latin Mass, as well asin the calendars of the Eastorn Catholic
Chumrches, the Sundays of Ordinary Time are referred to as the Sundays A fter Epiphany and the Sundays After Pentecost.

In Latin, the name of this time is tempus per annuwm translated as time during the year.

Duztothzfadthatﬂn.etwrmm*dxmmmEn,gUAhmMOftmmMMAwm.@Unm,gUnafsnﬂtspwaldeImm many people
think that Ordinary Time refers to parts of the calendar of the Catholic Church, aswell as some other chusrches of Westarn
Christianity, that are unimportant. Even though the season of Ordinary Tume makes wp most of the litwrgical year in the
Catholic Chumch, the fact that Ordinary Time refers to those periods that fall outside of the major litwrgical seasors reinforces
this umpression. Yet Ordinary Time is for from unimportant or uninteresting.

So Whyy ls Ordinary Tume Called Ordinary’
Ordinary Time is called “ordinary’ not because it is common but simply because the weeks of Ordinary Time are numbered. The
mem,mwmmmbmmam,MMfrannzLaﬂnwordord@,frmnw’PuﬁhwegaUmEngmm
order. Thus, the uumbered weeks of Ordinary Tume, in fact, represent the ordered life of the Chusrch—the pariod in which we
hwmwhmnﬂﬂnﬂrmw (as in the Christmas and Easter Seasorus) oT-in more severe penance (s in Advent and Lent),
but in watchfubness and expectation of the Second Coming of Christ.
|t'sa/ppmpr1',wte, W,MWO@&WWSWSUW@@OWTW (W%MMMWMWWSMM
celebrated in Ordinary Time) alwans features eithor John the Baptist s acknowledgment of Christ as the Lamb of God or
Cwlsﬁmmmdz—memaﬁmofwmmmmalwmwmgaICmm
Thus for Cathuolics, Ordinary Time is the part of the year in which Chwrist, the Lamb of God, walks amongus
MWWWWTWSHMW about that!

“Behold the Lamb of God
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When is Ordinary Tume?

Ordxmmg—l—i/m,ere)‘]%ntoaﬂoj:ﬂnmpamoj:ﬂn.eCaLhW,cChAMﬂq'sngmlgmﬂnaxam'tmwﬂimﬂmm@wmmmof
Adwent, Christmas, Lent, and Easter. Ordinary Tume thus encompasses and comprises of two different pariods in the Church's
MM,WWCMMMSWWWHM Adwvent (MWCWYW&(}W)MWEWSM
ummediately follows Lent: In some traditions, the fust period is celebrated as Epiphantide, and the latter of these periods is

observed as Trinitytide.

The Chumrch year begins with Adwvent, followed i by the Chwristmas Season. Sothe first period of Ordinary Time
begins on the day after the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord - the end of the litwrgical season of Churistmas. The Chuuch normally
celebrates this feast on the Sunday afterthe Epiphany (Gth Januwary - the first Sunday of the Year.) The Chwristmas Season
m,duduth,erAIoj:ttha/pt{Mﬂoj:tthord,soOrdAmmngbe,gmAUn.enmtd%, nﬂ’tonﬂn,eSWndag. HOW‘PN‘(W‘,WSLAMA%
WWFM#WB@M#WLM%WSWMW”Se,cond.Sumd,agoj:OrdAmmgTi/m,e”. [t ends on Shrove
Tuesdaw, the day before Ash Wednesday, which of course marks the beginning of the litwrgical Season of Lent. This falls
betmeen Lth February and I0th March (inclusive), and so the period of O Time betmeen Chrristmas and Lent may end
amid the fourth, fufth, sixth, soventh, eighth, or ninth week of O Time because Ash Wednesdawy is a moveable feast
which ocours on the Oth day (wdudm,gSumdags) before the Reswrrection of the Lord (EGAWSWOAJ) which itself is a
moveable feast.

BMLWWWEWSWMWM@OWTW,thzmegfweﬂms%ondpwﬁndof@rdxmmgﬂmzbegmmthz
Monday after Pentecost Sunday, the concusion of the Easter Season, which is the Sunday betmeen I0th May and |3th June
that marks the 50th day of Easter. Then O Time continues and condudes on the Satuwrday afternoon before the fiurst

Sunday of Adnvent (27th November to 3rd December) when the ltwrgical yean begins again

OWTWWWSWWWW@JW, Au,guAI, Septunbwamd@dn’bwaMmeauomeaM
November. In some years, Ordinary Tume includes a portion of May, or a day or two in eary Decermber, or both.

HowMany Sundays Are There in Ordinary Time?

|na/rujgi/v~mgm,Unﬂemm33w3h5md,agsm0rdjmmng.BWEWM@W&W,MMWLW
and Easter seasons “float” from year to year, the nuwmber of Sundaus in each period of Ordinary Time vary from the other
pe/rwd.a/swe,ua/sfrmngmwgm.

Sundaws in these seasons are nwmbered as the nth Sunday after Epiphany or Pentecost, as appropriate, and weekdaws are
udentified in reference to the Sunday they follow. Both of these periods of time, combined, are the longest time in the litwrgical
year. Several Sundays bear the name of feasts or solemnities celebrated on those daus, including Trinity Sunday and the Feast

of Chrrist the King. The actual number of complete or partial weeks of Ordinary Time in any given year can total 33 or 3l In
m,ostgw/rs,Ordmmg—ri/m,ewnpﬁ/wsonbj33we@k/s,wmwcmmmmmmwd,dpmw
resumption of Ordinary Time followingPentecost Sunday. For example, in 201, the Sunday before Ash Wednesday was the
Ninth Sundayin Ordinary Tume, but the day after Pentecost Sunday began the lith Week in Ordinary Tume.

Whwls There No First Sundaw in Ordinary Time?

In maost years, the Sundaw after January Gth is the Feast of the Baptiem of the Lord. In cowntries swch as the United States,
hnwe/v*er,MWMW#EPWWMWWMSM%MSMMJw7MW8Un, Epi/pha/ngi/s
celebrated instead. As feasts of owr Lord, both the Baptism of the Lord and Epiphany displace a Sundayin Ordinary Time. Thus
the furst Sundayin the period of Ordinary Tume is the Sunday that falls after the first week of Ordinary Time, which makes it
the Second Sunday of Ordinary Tume.

Ordinary Tim'e 4

%m&#w&ﬁdémwysép &ﬂaf
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Solemnities and Feasts in Ordinary Tume

|na,d,d/iﬂ,<m,WWMWMMmSMMSWOWTWPWmW&DW@MWMM
nusmbered Sunday. On preempted Sundaws, the litwrgical colowr of the feast or solemmity replaces the litwrgical colowr green.
Thw_feaadagsmdu,d,emWRWCMWWwM@%%MwWWwW#W
Lord, and the Commemoration of AU Faithful Departed Souls.

On the Universal Calendor, these include :

Feast of the Presentation of the Lord on 2nd February iturgical cotowr: white),
Solemmnity of the Natinvity of Saint John the Baptist on 2Lth June (surgical colowr: white),
Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul on 29th June (iurical colour: red)

Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord on Oth August (iturgical colowr: white)

Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross on Ilth September (uurgical cotour- red)

Solemmity of AU Saints on Ist November (iturgical cotour white)
Commemeoration of AU Faithful Departed Souls on 2nd Novermber (iturgical colour: viatetor black), v
Feast of the Dedication of the Basilica of Saint John Lateran in Rome on dth November (liuurgical cotour- white)

The following observances always preempt a Sunday in Ordinary Time:

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord or Solemmniiy of the Epiphany of the Lord almways preempts the First Sunday in Ordinary Time
Solemmnity of Pentecost alw-aus begins the furst week of Ordinary Tume after Eastertide
Solemnity of the Most Holy Triniiy almw-ays preempts the Sundaw immediatels after Pentecost
Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Chrrist the King of the Universe almwans preempts the 3k-th (and final) Sundayin Ordinary Time

Other solemnities which outrank Sundaws of Ordinary Time vary from parish to parish and diocese to diocese; they may include the feast of the patron saint of a parish and the feast of the
dedication of the parish cdhumch
In addition, Uf a solemnity or feast that outranks a Sunday of Ordinary Time, such as those mentioned above, should occur

during the week, apmmmngmawmgmmwﬁwwmmmawﬁgSmm Such a
cdzbmﬂmwbramnm%wﬂzdm e/xte/malso’l,e/mm% W%WWunMmmnﬂmk@daAasdﬂww If an
wmalsdmm%mcdﬂomﬂdmasw,wmofﬂnmwzbmﬂmwmm%mgm

Whwy s Green the Colowr of Ordinary Time?

The litwrgical colour normally assigned to Ordinary Tume is green— for those days when there is no special feast.
GmWﬂMWWWMMbWW&MWWWWPM,WPMmMW
Chwohﬁmmdzdbgth,eWCMWMN%Mbgﬂano%SpregmtogmwandtospmdUmGospdtoaun,aﬂmw.

Atime for ...
Learning
Growing
Exploring the Christian Story
Remembering the Churchs Mission
Living the Word of God
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