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Animals Including Humans 

Knowledge Skills 

To identify and name a variety of 
common animals including fish, 
amphibians, reptiles, birds and 
mammals. 

Use observations to ask and answer simple 
questions and to describe how they have identified 
and grouped different animals into their groups. 

To identify and name a variety of 
common animals that are carnivores, 
herbivores and omnivores. 

Use observations to explain how they group animals 
according to what they eat. 

Describe and compare the structure of 
a variety of common animals (fish, 
amphibians, reptiles, birds and 
mammals, including pets) 

Use observations to answer simple questions and 
to compare and contrast animals at first hand (Eco 
Park) or through videos/photographs. 

Identify, name, draw and label the 
basic parts of the human body.  

To perform a simple investigation into the 
relationship between hand and foot size. Make 
predictions and measure using non-standard units 
and/or cm. Gather and record data in a table and 
use their results and observations to answer 
questions.  

Say which part of the body is 
associated with each sense. 

Observe closely using their senses to compare 
different textures, sounds and smells. 

To research a famous scientist. To research the significance of Linda Brown Buck (a 
famous biologist) within science. 
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Uses of Everyday Materials 

Knowledge Skills 

To distinguish between an object and the 
material from which it is made. 

Ask simple questions and recognise that they can 
be answered in different ways. 
Observe closely using simple equipment. 

To identify and name a variety of 
everyday materials, including wood, 
plastic, glass, metal, water, and rock. 

Observe closely using simple equipment and use 
observations to suggest answers to questions. 
Identify and classify a variety of different 
materials. 

To describe the simple physical 
properties of a variety of everyday 
materials. 

Observe closely using simple equipment and use 
observations to suggest answers to questions. 
Identify and classify a variety of different materials 
based on their physical properties. 

To compare and group together a variety 
of everyday materials on the basis of 
their simple physical properties. 

To perform a simple test to explore the best 
material to make the bounciest ball/best material 
for pig’s house (investigating materials through 
story).  
Make predictions based on previous observations 
of materials. 
Gather and record data to help answer their 
questions. 

To know about a famous 
scientist/inventor. 

To research the significance of Ole Kirk 
Christiansen (inventor of Lego) within science. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

St. Bernadette’s Catholic Primary School Knowledge and Skills 

 

Year 1 Science 

 

Key Words 

Wild plants  garden plants  weed  
deciduous  evergreen  roots  
stem  leaves  flowers  petals  

fruit  seed  bulb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

Plants 

Knowledge Skills 

Identify and name a variety of common wild and 
garden plants. 

Use the local environment to ask, explore and answer questions about plants 
growing in their habitat. 
Gather and record data of types of plants growing in the area using tally 
charts/pictograms. 
Observe a variety of different seeds closely using magnifying glasses and 
identifying and classifying plants based on seed observations. 

Identify and name some deciduous and evergreen 
trees. 

Use the local environment to ask, explore and answer questions about plants 
growing in their habitat. 
Observe different types of leaf from a variety of trees using magnifying glasses 
and record using drawing/sketching. 
Identify and classify trees based on their leaf size/shape/colour etc. 

Identify and describe the basic structure of a variety of 
common flowering plants, including trees. 

Observe closely, using simple equipment, identify and name dissected parts of 
various flowers/plants. 
Draw diagrams and label using scientific vocabulary. 

Observe and discuss the growth of different plants over 
time. 

Set up a simple enquiry to find out how a bean seed and a chitted potato change 
over time once they have been planted. Predict what they think they will see next 
at various stages. Record using drawings in a plant growth diary. 

To know that we obtain food from some plants. Explore different fruits and vegetables using their senses. Create detailed 
drawings/sketches of cross-sections of different fruits and vegetables. 

To know about a famous scientist/botanist. To research the significance of George Washington Carver’s work. 
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Seasonal Change 

Knowledge Skills 

To observe changes across the four 
seasons. 

Children observe what happens to plants and trees in 
the local area throughout each season. Use 
observations to describe what happens to plants and 
deciduous trees during each season. 
Use their observations to describe how new life 
begins in spring, including animals (EG frogs, lambs, 
etc). 

Observe and describe weather 
associated with the seasons. 

Ask simple questions about the weather. 
Observe temperature throughout the seasons. Use 
observations to suggest answers to questions such as 
What should I wear to go on a Spring/Winter walk? 
Why? 
Design and make a rain gauge. Collect data weekly 
and record in a rainfall diary throughout the seasons. 
Using the seasonal rainfall data, present findings by 
presenting a weather report for a typical 
spring/summer/autumn/winter day. 

Observe and describe how day 
length varies. 

Gather and record data on times that the sun rises 
and sets throughout each season and compare them. 
Use this to answer questions and describe how day 
length varies. 

To know about a famous scientist. To research the significance of the work of George 
James Symons (inventor of the rain gauge) within 
science.  

 

 

 

 


